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Selected Bibliography on Genesis 1-3 
Gary E. Schnittjer 
[last updated August 2011] 
 
Also see bibliography on the Pentateuch for materials on the book of Genesis 
[http://www.scriptureworkshop.com/biblio_pentateuch.pdf]. 
 
Below are two lists: first, a listing of readings for a course entitled Seven Ways to Read Genesis 
1-3 (2004); and second, a list of selected materials that the student may find of use. This is a very 
select list as publications on this area are especially voluminous.  
 
(1) Augustine, The Literal Meaning of Genesis. Trans. John Hammond Taylor. Ancient 

Christian Writers, vol. 41. New York: Paulist, 1982, vol. 1: 1-207, and (ACW, 
vol. 42) vol. 2: 29-42, 80-83, 109-110 (with 279, n. 40), 115-118, 164-65, and 
174-177. 

 
(2) Judaic Readings 
 Targum Neophiti, trans. and ed. Martin McNamara, The Aramaic Bible. Collegeville, 

Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1992. 
 Rashi, that is, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki, The Metsudah Chumash/ Rashi. 5 vols. Ed. Rabbi 

Avrohom Davis. New York: Ktav Publishing House, 1998 (on Gen 1-3) (also 
available at www.tachash.org/metsudah/b01r.html). 

 
(3) Calvin, John. Commentary on the First Book of Moses Called Genesis (on Gen 1-3); and 

Institutes of the Christian Religion, book 1, parts 14-15, and book 2, part 1. 
 
(4) Documentary Hypothesis or JEDP 

Wellhausen, Julius. Prolegomena to the History of Israel. [Ger. 1878] Trans. 1885. 
Reprint; Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1994, v-xvi, 1-13, 295-318, 342-62. 

Friedman, Richard Elliot. The Bible with Its Sources Revealed: A New View into the Five 
Books of Moses. HarperSanFrancisco, 2003, 1-38. 

 
(5) Scientific Readings of Genesis 1-3 

Gap Theory 
Scofield, C. I. Notes on Gen 1-3; Jer 4:23, in Scofield Study Bible. 1917 ed. (from 

www.biblemaster.com). 
Day-Age Theory (pro and con) 
Marsden, George. Fundamentalism and American Culture: The Shaping of Twentieth-

Century Evangelicalism, 1870-1925. Oxford, 1980, 118-123, 184-89. 
The Fundamentals. Chicago: Testimony Publishing Co., James Orr, “The Early 

Narratives of Genesis,” 6: 85-97; James Orr, “Science and Christian Faith,” 4: 91-
104; Dyson Hague, “The Doctrinal Value of the First Chapters of Genesis,” 8: 74-
89. 

Flood Geology 
Numbers, Ronald J. The Creationists: The Evolution of Scientific Creationism. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1993, 184-213. 
Harold W. Clark, The New Diluvialism. Angwin, Calif.: Science Publications, 1946, Plate 

7 (between pages 74 and 75). 
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Morris, Henry M. and John C. Whitcomb. The Genesis Flood: The Biblical Record and 
Its Scientific Implications. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 
Co., 1961, v-xiii, 173-75, 212-87, 326-30, 454-73. 

Ault, Wayne. Review of The Genesis Flood by Henry Morris and John Whitcomb. 
Journal of the American Scientific Affiliation 16 (1964): 29-31; also reviewed by 
Frank Roberts, 28-29. (Response to Ault by Henry Morris. 16 [1964]: 59-61.) 

van de Fliert, J. R. “Fundamentalism and the Fundamentals of Geology.” Journal of the 
American Scientific Affiliation 21 (1969): 69-81. (Response to van de Fliert by 
Henry Morris. 22 [1970]: 36-37.) 

Progressive Creationism see www.ibri.org 
 

(6) Gunkel, Hermann. The Legends of Genesis: The Biblical Saga and History. Trans. W. H. 
Carruth. 1901. Reprint; New York: Schocken, 1964, 1-40. 

von Rad, Gerhard. Genesis: A Commentary. Rev. ed. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1972,  
Childs, Brevard S. Myth and Reality in the Old Testament. London: SCM Press, 1960, 7-

50, 72-106. (I want to thank SCM Press for kindly granting permission to 
photocopy this book for this course.) 

 
(7) Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics, 3.1, eds. G. W. Bromiley and T. F. Torrance. London: 

T&T Clark, 1958. 
Childs, Brevard. “Karl Barth as Interpreter of Scripture,” 30-35, in David L. Dickerman, 

ed. Karl Barth and the Future of Theology. New Haven, Conn.: Yale Divinity 
School, 1969. 

 
 
OTHER SELECTED MATERIALS  
Alexander, Philip. “‘In the Beginning’: Rabbinic and Patristic Exegesis of Genesis 1:1,” 1-29, in 

Emmanouela Grypeou and Helen Spurling, eds. The Exegetical Encounter between Jews 
and Christians in Late Antiquity. Jewish and Christian Perspectives, no. 18. Leiden: Brill, 
2009. 

Augustine. Saint Augustine on Genesis: Two Books on Genesis Against the Manichees and On 
the Literal Interpretation of Genesis: An Unfinished Book. Trans. Ronald J. Teske. The 
Fathers of the Church, vol. 84. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 
1991. (This book includes two of Augustine’s earlier attempts to interpret the opening 
chapters of Genesis. These were abandoned and he finally wrote Literal Meaning of 
Genesis some of which we will read for this course. Augustine wrote Literal Meaning of 
Genesis between 404-412; books 10 and 11 generally dated after 412 because they reflect 
Pelagian controversy, and according to Epistle 143 written in 412 he is still at work on it. 
In addition, Augustine also has readings of the opening of Genesis in the end sections of 
Confessions and in The City of God.) 

Beale, Greg K. The Erosion of Inerrancy in Evangelicalism: Responding to New Challenges to 
Biblical Authority. Crossway, 2008, chaps 6, 7 present interpretation of Gen 1,2 in light 
of ANE context. 

Behe, Michael J. Darwin’s Black Box. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1996. (Behe’s 
“irreducible complexity” and “intelligent design” arguments have garnered many 
supporters and instigated numerous refutations which can be easily located by a web-
search, or see discussions in the works of Dembski and Miller listed below.) 
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Bennett, Jim, and Scott Mandelbrote. The Garden, the Ark, the Tower, the Temple. Oxford: 
Museum of the History of Science and the Bodleian Library, 1998. 

Blenkinsopp, Joseph. Creation, Un-creation, Re-creation: A Discursive Commentary on Genesis 
1-11. New York: T & T Clark, 2011. 

Blocher, Henri. In the Beginning: The Opening Chapters of Genesis. Trans. David G. Preston. 
InterVarsity, 1984. 

Bouteneff, Peter C. Beginnings: Ancient Christian Readings of the Biblical Creation Narratives. 
Baker, 2008. 

Capon, Robert Farrar. Genesis The Movie. Eerdmans, 2003. 
Clifford, Richard J. Creation Accounts in the Ancient Near East and the Bible. Catholic Biblical 

Quarterly Monograph Series, no. 26 (Washington D.C.: Catholic Biblical Association, 
1994). 

Collins, C. John. Did Adam and Eve Really Exist?: Who They Were and Why You Should Care. 
Wheaton: Crossway, 2011. 

__________. Genesis 1-4: A Linguistic, Literary, and Theological Commentary (P&R 
Publishing, 2006). 

__________. Science and Faith: Friends or Foes (Crossway, 2003). 
Collins, Francis S. The Language of God: A Scientists Presents Evidence for Belief (Free Press, 

2006). 
Dembski, William A. The Design Revolution: Answering the Toughest Questions About 

Intelligent Design. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 2004. 
__________ and James Kushiner, eds. Signs of Intelligence: Understanding Intelligent Design. 

Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2001. 
D’Souza, Dinesh. What’s So Great about Christianity (Regnery Publishing, Inc., 2007) [See 

parts III, and IV on science and Christianity with occasional references to scripture.] 
Fesko, J. V. “The Days of Creation and the Confession Subscription in the OPC.” Westminster 

Theological Journal 63 (2001): 235-49. 
Fischer, Robert B. God Did It, But How? Ipswich, MA: American Scientific Affiliation Press, 

1997. 
Friedman, Richard Elliot. “Torah (Pentateuch),” 6: 605-22, esp. 608-18, in David Noel 

Freedman, ed. Anchor Bible Dictionary. New York: Doubleday, 1992. 
Furniss, Norman Francis. The Fundamentalist Controversy. Yale, 1954. 
Greene-McCreight, Kathryn E. Ad Litteram: How Augustine, Calvin, and Barth Read the “Plain 

Sense” of Genesis 1-3. New York: Peter Lang, 1999. 
Gunkel, Hermann. Creation and Chaos in the Primeval Era and the Eschaton: A Religio-

Historical Study of Genesis 1 and Revelation 12. Trans. K. William Whitney, Jr. 
Eerdmans, 2006. 

__________. Genesis. Trans. Mark E. Biddle. Macon, Ga.: Mercer University Press, 1997. 
Hagerty, Barbara Bradley “Evangelicals Question the Existence of Adam and Eve.” (9 Aug 

2011) (npr.org) (http://www.npr.org/2011/08/09/138957812/evangelicals-question-the-
existence-of-adam-and-eve [accessed 8.21.11]). Excerpt: “This debate over a historical 
Adam and Eve is not just another heady squabble. It's ripping apart the evangelical 
intelligentsia. ‘Evangelicalism has a tendency to devour its young,’ says Daniel Harlow, a 
religion professor at Calvin College, a Christian Reformed school that subscribes to the 
fall of Adam and Eve as a central part of its faith. ‘You get evangelicals who push the 
envelope, maybe; they get the courage to work in sensitive, difficult areas,’ Harlow says. 
‘And they get slapped down. They get fired or dismissed or pressured out.’ Harlow 
should know: Calvin College investigated him after he wrote an article questioning the 
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historical Adam. His colleague and fellow theologian, John Schneider, wrote a similar 
article and was pressured to resign after 25 years at the college. Schneider is now 
beginning a research fellowship at Notre Dame.” 

Hagopian, Donald G. The Genesis Debate: Three Views on the Days of Creation (Crux Press, 
2001). 

Hayward, C. T. R., trans. and commentary, Saint Jerome’s Hebrew Questions on Genesis 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995). 

Jennings, William H. Storms Over Genesis: Biblical Battleground in America’s Wars of 
Religion. Fortress, 2007. 

Klaver, J. M. I. Geology and Religious Sentiment: The Effect of Geological Discoveries on 
English Society and Literature between 1829 and 1859. Brill’s Studies in Intellectual 
History, vol. 80. Leiden: Brill, 1997. 

Livingstone, David N. Darwin’s Forgotten Defenders: The Encounter between Evangelical 
Theology and Evolutionary Thought. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987. 

Longfield, Bradley J. The Presbyterian Controversy: Fundamentalists, Modernists, and 
Moderates. Oxford, 1991. 

Löning, Karl, and Erich Zenger. To Begin with, God Created …: Biblical Theologies of 
Creation. Trans. Omar Kaste (Liturgical Press, 2000). 

Marsden, George M. “Everyone One’s Own Interpreter?: The Bible, Science, and Authority in 
Mid-Nineteenth-Century America,” 79-100, in Nathan O. Hatch and Mark A. Noll, eds., 
The Bible in America: Essays in Cultural History (Oxford, 1982). 

Mettinger, Tryggve, N. D. The Eden Narrative: A Literary and Religio-historical Study of 
Genesis 2-3. Eisenbrauns, 2007. 

Miller, Kenneth R. Finding Darwin’s God: A Scientist’s Search for Common Ground Between 
God and Evolution. New York: Cliff Street, 1999. 

Miller, Samuel. The Bible and Nature versus Copernicus: A Series of Lectures in Defense of 
Sacred Truths Discredited by Modern Science. New York: Abbey Press, 1903. 

Moreland, J. P. and John Mark Renolds, eds. Three Views on Creation and Evolution. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1999. 

Morris, Henry M. The Biblical Basis for Modern Science. Rev. ed. El Cajon, CA: Master Books, 
1984, 2002. 

__________. Biblical Cosmology and Modern Science. Baker, 1970. 
__________. Men of Science, Men of God: Great Scientists Who Believed the Bible. El Cajon, 

CA: Master Books, 1982, 1988. 
__________. Studies in the Bible and Science, or Christ and Creation. Philadelphia: P & R, 

1966. 
“No Adam, No Eve, No Gospel.” Christianity Today (Summer 2011): 11-12 

(http://christianitytoday.imirus.com/Mpowered/book/vctrc11/i3/p11 [accessed 
8.17.2011]). [No author takes credit for this short article. It is under the heading “What 
we believe” so presumably it is the responsibility of the journal’s editor(s).] 

Numbers, Ronald J. The Creationists: The Evolution of Scientific Creationism. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1993. 

__________, ed. Early Creationist Journals. New York: Garland Publishing, 1995. 
Oden, Robert A., Jr. “Myth and Mythology (OT),” 4: 956-960, and “Cosmogony, Cosmology,” 

1: 1162-1171, in David Noel Freedman, ed. Anchor Bible Dictionary. New York: 
Doubleday, 1992. 

Olson, Edwin A. “Hidden Agenda behind the Evolutionist/Creationist Debate.” Christianity 
Today (23 April 1982): 26-30. 
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Ostling, Richard N. “The Search for the Historical Adam: The center of the evolution debate has 
shifted from asking whether we came from earlier animals to whether we could have 
come from one man and one woman.” Christianity Today (June 2011): 23-27. (This 
article offers a very helpful synopsis of many of the significant developments which have 
taken place in selected streams of American evangelical academic approaches to handling 
the Genesis creation narrative in light of current genetic studies. The treatment includes 
references to the work of Karl W. Giberson and other BioLogos writers, a couple of 
professors at Calvin, as well as the severances between selected evangelical institutions 
and Peter Enns, Bruce Waltke, and Tremper Longman III. There is nothing new or 
surprising, but this frames the context of the scientifically informed side of the 
discussion. [This essay does not mention the work of John Walton, or his forthcoming 
items, as well as forthcoming items taking issue with some of Walton’s views. Moreover, 
this article does not deal with the ongoing ancient genre discussions, which play an 
important part in all of the evangelical biblical specialists views, often more so than 
scientific developments. I am not criticizing Ostling’s article—it is very useful in telling 
the scientific side of the story.]) 

Philo of Alexandria. On the Creation of the Cosmos according to Moses. Ed. and Trans. David 
T. Runia. Leiden: Brill, 2001. 

Poythress, Vern S. Redeeming Science: A God-Centered Approach (Crossway, 2006).  
Price, George McCready. The New Geology. Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Publishing 

Association, 1923. 
Pyne, Robert. “The Debate over Human Origins,” 653-72, in Charles R. Swindoll and Roy B. 

Zuck, eds. Understanding Christian Theology. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2003. 
Ramm, Bernard. The Christian View of Science and Scripture. Eerdmans, 1954. 
Reichenbach, Bruce R. “Genesis 1 as a Theological-Political Narrative of Kingdom 

Establishment.” Bulletin for Biblical Research 13 (2003): 47-69. 
Reuling, Hanneke. “The Christian and the Rabbinic Adam: Genesis Rabbah and Patristic 

Exegesis of Gen 3:17-19,” 63-74, in Emmanouela Grypeou and Helen Spurling, eds. The 
Exegetical Encounter between Jews and Christians in Late Antiquity. Jewish and 
Christian Perspectives, no. 18. Leiden: Brill, 2009. 

Robbins, Gregory Allen, ed. Genesis 1-3 in the History of Exegesis. Lewiston: Edwin Mellen 
Press, 1988. 

Ross, Allen. Recalling the Hope of Glory: Biblical Worship from the Garden to the New 
Creation (Kregel, 2006). 

Sailhamer, John H. “Exegetical Notes, Genesis 1:1-2:4a.” Trinity Journal 5 (1984): 73-82. 
__________. Genesis Unbound: A Provocative New Look at the Creation Account. Sisters, 

Oreg.: Questar, 1996. 
Sasson, Jack M. “Time and Mortality: Creation Narratives in Ancient Israel and Mesopotamia,” 

489-509, in Ettore Cingano and Lucio Milano, eds., Papers on Ancient Literatures: 
Greece, Rome, and the Near East (Rome: Editrice e Libreria, 2008). 

Seely, Paul H. “The Firmament and the Water Above: Part II, The Meaning of ‘The Water 
Above the Firmament’ in Gen 1:6-8,” Westminster Theological Journal 54 (1992): 31-46. 

Sharp, G. Thomas. Science according to Moses: The Foundation of a Biblical World View. 3 
vols. Noble, OK: Creation Truth Publications, 1992. 

Smith, Mark. The Priestly Vision of Genesis 1. Fortress Press, 2010. 
Stek, John H. “What Says the Scripture?” in H. Van Till (below). 
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Tsumura, David Toshio. Earth and Waters in Genesis 1 and 2: A Liguistic Appproach. Journal 
for the Study of the Old Testament Suplement Series, no. 83. Sheffield Academic Press, 
1989. 

Van Till, Howard J. Portraits of Creation: Biblical and Scientific Perspectives of the World’s 
Formation. Eerdmans, 1990. 

Visotzky, Burtion L. “Will and Grace: Aspects of Judaising in Pelagianism in Light of Rabbinic 
and Patristic Exegsis of Genesis,” 43-62, in Emmanouela Grypeou and Helen Spurling, 
eds. The Exegetical Encounter between Jews and Christians in Late Antiquity. Jewish and 
Christian Perspectives, no. 18. Leiden: Brill, 2009. 

Walker-Jones, Arthur. “Alternative Cosmogonies in the Psalms.” Ph.D. dissertation, Princeton 
Theological Seminary, 1991. 

Waltke, Bruce K. Creation and Chaos. Western Conservative Baptist Seminary, 1974. 
Walton, John H. “Ancient Near Eastern Background Studies,” 40-45, in Kevin J. Vanhoozer, ed., 

Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible (Baker, 2005). 
__________. Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing the Conceptual 

World of the Hebrew Bible. Baker, 2006. (See Lenzi for significant critique.) 
__________. “Creation,” 155-168, in T. Desmond Alexander and David W. Baker, eds., 

Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch (InterVarsity, 2003). 
__________. Genesis. NIV Application Commentary. Zondervan, 2001. 
__________. “Genesis,” 1-159, in John H. Walton, ed. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds 

Commentary, Vol. 1, Genesis Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy (Zondervan, 
2009). 

__________. The Lost World of Genesis One (InterVarsity, 2009).Daniel I. Block, ed. Israel: 
Ancient Kingdom or Late Invention? Nashville: B&H Publishing, 2008. Walton offers 
criteria and guidelines for comparative studies (evangelical studies of the scriptures and 
ancient Near Eastern context), and illustrates these with reference to the first four of the 
Ten Commandments. 

__________. “Interpreting the Bible as an Ancient Near Eastern Document,” 298-327, in Daniel 
I. Block, ed., Israel: Ancient Kingdom or Late Invention? (B&H Publishing, 2008). 

Weinfeld, Moshe, “Sabbath, Temple, and the Enthronement of the Lord—The Problem of the 
Sitz im Leben of Genesis 1:1-2:3,” 501-12, in A. Caquot and M. Delcor, eds., Mélanges 
bibliques et orientaux en l’honneur de M. Henri Cazelles. Kevelaer: Butzon & Bercker/ 
Neukirchhen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag,1981. 

Welker, Michael. Creation and Reality. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. 
Whitcomb. John C. The Early Earth: An Introduction to Biblical Creationism. Rev. ed. Baker, 

1972, 1986. 
Wilkinson, D. The Message of Creation. InterVarsity, 2002. 
Wise, Kurt P. Faith, Form, and Time: What the Bible Teaches and Science Confirms about 

Creation and the Age of the Universe. Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman & Holman, 2002. 
Young, Davis. “‘Let there be Light’: Spectrum of Creation Theories.” Eternity 38 (May 1982): 

20-21. 


